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Greetings to the Readers of the Record and Chronicle: 


It seems to be my turn now tobe asked to write you-a-letter.» I have 
taken myself to my office and send you these few notes, as the conditions under 
which I work at the hospital are not conducive to epistolary activities. 


As you all know, I have no family, I am no farmer, I have no marriageable 
daughters, and therefore confine the contents of this letter.to subjects of person- 
al, rather than general interest. I will try to tell you something of the things 
that I think you might like to hear about the hospital. 


It seems that I am the first to be selected to try the experiment of run- 
ning a seven months continuous service, which has just been concluded. I amsure 
the Residents were most delighted when my term was up at the end of the seven months, 
and I was delighted myself because I do not think anyone cen ask questions indefi- _ 
nitely. After a brief rest from the hospital during July, I have. assumed the re- 
sponsibility for running both orthopaedic services in August, putting in about five 
days a week, I hope I am keeping the Residents interested, 


‘We must not miss mentioning the X-ray Department in these columns. We used 
to ask for x-rays of the dorsal, lumbar and lumbo sacral spine which we thought was 
the accepted parlance between orthopaedists and roentgenologists, but Ray has evolve 
ed a new and more scientific method. He takes the twelve dorsal vertebrae, adds to 
this the five lumbar, the five sactal and two coccygeal vertebrae,(or if you will, 
the four sacral and three coccygeal)s; this is added up, divided by two, and spot 
films are taken of the lumbar dorsal junction, thus giving the man who sends the 
case a new scientific interpretation. 


You will all be interested to know that the plaster is back to its original 
standard and there is no trouble with it. It was very simple to get this difficult 
problem adjusted. After all the years of changing plaster, getting scientific advice 
and losing temper, it was merely necessary to ask the manufacturers of the plaster 
to show us how they like it made for satisfactory results. I might say that we use 
the same type of plaster now that you have in the Army. 


No doubt you have heard about the Operating Rooms working so satisfactorily 
and I must say they are doing fine work under the many handicaps to which we are all 
subjected. It may soon be necessary to teach the interns how to get out the in- 
strunents, thread needles and even to put a patient on the table, something about 


a 
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which they have evidently very little information. I.cannot help but say a work 
aout the nurses on the wards and in the ciinic, They run their departments with 
creat skill and understanding. in fact, all our old standby nurses deserve our 

deep gratitude for the vay they are cerrying along, &s i never hear 9 complaint from 
them. we are most fortunate to have these folks stay ith us and be so interested 
in our ‘rork here. | co 


We may possibly have an Alwmi meeting in the fall although we haven't much 
jin the way of men or material. I vould like to hear your thoughts on this matter. 
Either convey them to me or to Fredefick vomSaal, Secretary pro tem, and then we can 
get on with some plans for the future. 


I send my pest wishes for your continued good work in the services, wherever 
you are, and trust you will all be coming home soon. Your places will be here for 
you and we will all be delighted to see you. 


Lewis Clark “lagner 


Signe Brunnstrom stopped in to pay us a visit on her way from Smith College 
to the U.S.» Naval Hospital, Mare Island, Claifornia. Lt. (jeg-) Brunnstrom graduat- 
ed on July 27th from the indoctrination course at Smith College. Over, five hundred 
craduated in the class. Lt. Brunnstrom wes .one out of four physical therapist, and 
she was the only one ta:receiveraycommission as Lieutenant, jege. the others were 
commissioned as Ensigns. Lt. Brunnstrom gives credit for receiving, this comission 
to the experience she hed and the instruction she received from Dr. K. G. Hansson at ¥ 
the Re & Ce ; ; 


Ke Ge has received a letter from Lt. Frances Dunlon. she writes from North 
Africa that she and Lt. Verona Hardy take care of 80 patients. daily in their Physical 
Therapy Depettment. She states that most of her cases are fractures due to sheil 
fragments. Second in number come shell fraszment.wounds of the soft.tissue, third, 
nerve lesions, fourth, butas, end fifth, low back injuries,and injuries to tre care 
tilages of the knees. Lt. Hardy reports good results with hot packs in muscle spasms 
“due to various’ injuries. Lt. Dunlop praises both) the patients and doctors in charges 
and their ow accomodations in Africa in senerale 


The Record & Chronicle appears to have, & certein salutery. effect for  rother 
Yensson has observed that one has to be coreful as. to what. one coes or .seys around 
the hospital or ‘it will be published in the Record & Chronicle, Probably, this is 
the reason why K. G. has not made such good copy lately. 


Lte & Mrs. Walter Mersheimer announce vhe birth of a daughter, Carol Janet, 
on July 5th. lirs. liersheimer was assistant to 1.iss Logotketon for about six MONtHS « 


ct 


iirs. Glee Dervend, head of the Social Service Department, has presented to 
F, ‘alson Keller, the Director, @ peautifvl..copy of "Ths Illustrated Bible Story Book" 
(a donation to the hospital) for his children. ith all the families that l'rs. 
Dervend comes in contact with who may rieceG religious: education, iirg Keller vould like 
to know just why she picks out his family. 
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Recently there were riots (not rece riots) in Harlem. All hospitals in 


s 
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Manhattan with Emergency Medical Field Units were placed on the alert. This, of 
covrse, included our hospital, 


HSARD IN THE CLINIC 
ONE Nit? YORK CENTRAL PATIENT TO ANOTHER ~ 


First Patient: " what are you doing here?" 
Second Patient: "I lost my finger." 


First Patient; ‘'“’ell, you don't expéct to find it 
here , do you?” 


The son of lirs. Margaret Ferris, our Anaesthetist, recently joined the 
Army. 


Mrs. Dervend has received a postcard from Edna hite, one of our former 
Social Workers who enlisted some months ago with the American Red Cross and is now 
stationed at Camp Devens as a Medical Social Vorker. ‘She writes that she is work- 
ing harder than she ever worked in her life and all her leisure time is spent leuncer= 
ing her uniforms. 


News comes to us that Major Harold Lynn*‘/ilson is with one of the Evacuation 
Hospitals probably in Sicily. His unit is a mobile unit on trucks carrying 400 
patients. They go along at about 30 miles per hour and are able to set up and be 
ready for work in/an hour and a half. it was also learned that the barge on which he 
was landing in North Africa capsized, but they got ashore somehow. 


Mike Devine went out in the highways and byways « few days ago and brought 
in six new employees. ‘e hope that they will stay with us for another pay day at 
least. 


Dr. VanDerwerker wes in Monday, August Sth and livened up the Mondey morn- 
ing conference, He certainly looks in excellent health. ‘“hen asked what he was 
wearing at the wedding of his daughter, Jean, when he escorts her up the aisle on 
Saturday, August 21st, he replied that he did not Like ordinary flovers, but in= 
tended to wesar a nosegay of "rum blossoms". We also learn from Farmer Van that his 
son, Earl 5. Jr., usually called Bud, is nov located at the Army Air Force Station, 
Ardmore, Oklahoma. He is at present a Private, First Class, and is helping to load 
bombs on airplanes and the sort of work associated with the Ordnance Corps. He has 
been approved for Officers Training or for the Army Specialized Training Program, 
Yis ‘Pop says that time will tell in which the Army will put him, if any. 


Dr. Theodore Geiger has received his commission as Captain in the Army and 
leaves oh August 17th for Stark General Hospital, Charleston, South Carolina. 


The R. & C. extends its sympathy to Dr. Royal S. Whitman and Dr. Armitage 
“hitman on the death of Mrs. Julia Lambard Armitage Whitman. Mrs. “hitman died in 
London, England, on August 7, 1943 at the age of 78. 


The Record and Chronicle extends its sympathy to lirs. Della ‘Williams and 
Tommy Cannon on the death of her husband and his step-father on August lst. Irs. 
‘{lliams and Tomay certainly must have a good many friends who think well of them. 
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The personnel of the hosnitsl raised a purse sufficient enough to send e floret 
wreath, arrange 2 spiritual bouquet at the Church, and to pfesent Tommy and his 
mother with a little over ¥55.00 to be used as they see fit. 


The Editor has received a letter from R. R. llusorrafite, NM. NM. 1/ey U. 5. 
Navy who was @ fireman with us at the time he joined the Nevy. He states that up 
to nine months ago he was stationed in the British Isles and for the past nine 
months has been in Africa. "I feel fine and am kind of use to this African ate 
mosphere so I don't have mahy complaints, if thinks the Army is bad, he 
should be in the advanced Amphibian Naval Forces as I am, and he will soon change 
his mind." 


STILL ANOTHER BOUQUET - from a semi-private patient on Gibney 3. 


"I came to Special Surgery to do avay with my tonsils, and today finds me 
happily forgetting all the inevitable discomfort but remenbering clearly and grate- 
fully all that was done for me. In these war days I had not expected so much skilled 
attention. There was never a hint that the nurses might be tao hurried or over- 
burdened to take care of any need, and their pleasant friendliness was very cheering." 


Bnsign R. Cragin Lewis, son of Ray Lewis, has been recently ordered to one 
of the nev very large destroyers. He hes been previously serving on the staff of 
Captain llichards at the Midshipmen's School, Columbia University. His duties have 
been editorial, secretarial, end public relations. 


Sergeant & lirs. William Rigoll, (nee Carroll Tiernan) stopped into the hos- 
pital for a visit’ while on furlough from his. station in Texas. 


Major Peter Rizzo sent the editor a postal card. Maybe some of you have 
seen it at the Post Lxchange. It is a picture of a corporal holding up the advance 
of a tenk while he coddles e blonde who has plenty of avoirdupois. It reads, "I have 
= lot to be tank-ful for. Ewen though I handle most of the Army heavy work." Pete 
writes, "I have been transferred to Fletcher General Hospital, Cambridge, Ohio, as 
chief of Orthopaedics. Have 500-beds assicned me, elso a Physical Therapy Department 
and a Brace Shop. I am very happy with my work and assignment." 


On Friday, August 13th, I'm goin' fishin’. Ray Lewis will be the Hditor of 
the September first issue of the Record & Chronicle, and I take no responsibility for 
whet is printed in this issue. 


The Editor 


